
Iowa Association of Naturalists
2002 Annual Report

Executive Committee
President: Patti Petersen-Keys
Vice President: Heidi Anderson
Treasurer: Bradley Friedhof
Secretary: Linda R.F. Zaletel
Workshop Coordinator: Kelly Sonnicksen

Membership: 178 paid and honorary members

Meetings:  
Spring Workshop: Surviving the Loss Hills, Woodbury County Conservation Board and
Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center - March 14-15, 2002
Featured: Let’s Partner: Teaching Food; Fiber and Environmental Science to Iowa Youth;
Wildlife Survivors?; Surviving the Communications Battle; Iowa’s Prairie Rattlesnakes:
Can They Survive a Rapidly Changing Landscape?; The Medicines of Lewis & Clark;
Surviving Summer Camps; Tourism and Budget Cuts - Be a Survivor, Internship
Standards for IAN, Surviving the Luxury of Eco-tourism Rich South Africa.; Naturalist’s
Survival Skills Swap; Ephemeral Wetlands in Iowa - Are They the Amphibian Lifeline?;
An Urban Watershed Project: Walnut Creek Watershed.
Attendance: ~70

Summer Outing: Fossil and Prairie Center, Floyd County Conservation Board- July 19-
20, 2002
Microfossils and Macrofossils; What Makes Is Tick?; Fossil and Kiln hike; and Prairie &
Restored Wetland Hike; Fitz - Reading Garden

Fall Meeting: IAN Fall Workshop, Polk County Conservation - November 14-15, 2002
Preworkshop: Iowa Geology Tour and Solve The Crime: Save The Song of Spring
Featured: Iowa’s Alien Invasion; Jester Park Osprey Reintroduction Program; Jerry’s
Interpretation of Tilden’s Principles; Iowa’s Important Bird Areas; A “Little” Hike;
Master Conservationist Program; West Nile Virus; Hawk Identification and Make A
Field Guide; The Crazy Craft Man; Simple songs; Stories and More; Naturalists Swap
Summer Camp Ideas; Parent/Child Nature Programs; Prairie Land Herbs.
Attendance: ~90

The Executive Committee met four times during the year: January 3; March 13; July 29;
November 13, 2002.

Committees
Three standing committees and thirteen subcommittees were in existence in 2002

Promotions



Guide to Interpretive Services
Fundraising
Web Page
Junior Naturalist
Mentoring

Professional Development
Standards for Internships
Professional Development
ICEC/IAN Awards
Scholarships
Joe Halbur Memorial Scholarship

Administrative Tasks
Twelve administrative tasks were the responsibility of the ExCom during 2001 or 2
Archive/Records Elections
DNR Liaison Member Packets and Certificates
NAI Liaison Policy
ICEC Liaison Grant Program
Newsletter Calling Tree
Awards and Recognition Workshop Planning
2002 Highlights

2002 Highlights

Guide to Interpretive Services
The Guide to Interpretive Services was updated, and hard copies were printed for IAN
members only.  Lori Foresman-Kirpes was contracted to update this project.  Copies were
distributed at the Fall IAN meeting in Polk County.

Professional Development
Application forms were available at the November meeting.  The deadline for submission
was December 31.  Recognition will take place at the March 2003 meeting. Twenty seven
members  received this certification for 2002.  

Scholarships
Four scholarships were given to Julie Ohde, Miriam Patton, Theresa Minaya, and Dawn
Chapman to attend the Regional NAI V workshop.  Two scholarship awards were $100
and two were $50.

Awards Program
The Iowa Association of Naturalists (IAN) and the Iowa Conservation Education Council
(ICEC) presented the following Environmental Education Excellence Awards

•Aldo Leopold Environmental Education Award:  
Bob Bryant, Wapsi River Environmental Education Center

•Chris Holt Youth Environmental Education Award:  



Franklin Elementary Fifth Grades for 2000-2001 and 2001-2002,
Marshalltown

•Bohumil Shimek Environmental Educator Award:  
Dave Bakke, Muscatine County Conservation Board

•Outstanding County Conservation Board EE Program (pop. >35,000): 
Clinton County Conservation Board.

•Outstanding County Conservation Board EE Program (pop. <35,000)
Washington County Conservation Board
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IAN Mentoring Program
A mole program was begun at the spring IAN meeting.  Several members were appointed
to mingle with new members and match them up with veteran naturalists.   Several
regional groups of IAN members now meet at mini-workshops.  Veteran members can
share ideas and mentor new members.

Standards for Internships
These standards were developed for the Interpretive Naturalist Interns.  This publication
will outline the knowledge and skills an intern should possess opportunities to develop
while working as an intern, and the role of the intern’s supervisors.  The completed
standards were available at the fall meeting.

Master Conservationist
IAN sponsored the Master Conservationist Program at a cost of $250 with 10 workshops
being proposed.  The cost covered the IAN booklets provided to each participant. This
program will run for two years.

Junior Naturalist Program
A new patch design of the Iowa Wild Rose is being designed and will be added to the
rotation.

Joe Halbur Scholarship
The scholarship has hit the goal of $5,000.  Development of scholarship xxxx is currently
in the works.  IAN will be awarding scholarships off the interest from the investment
soon.

Newsletter



Three newsletters were produced and distributed.

REAP/CEP Grant Program
The General Assembly met in a special session and cut $2.8 million out of  FY02
appropriations plus $8 million in FY03.  Therefore, there is no money available for
distribution through the traditional REAP formula. Another change happened: the REAP-
CEP board will no longer be in the Department of Education (DOE); it has been moved
to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and there was no money for November
REAP-CEP grant round! 

IAN Web Page
The IAN web page is running fine, (www.ianpage.20m.com). The web site includes the
Guide to Interpretive Services, grant applications, intern standards available to download,
job announcements, and a members chat room.


